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ICE ENFORCEMENT UPDATES 

JUNE, 2025 
The new administration has moved quickly to 
implement its stated goal of deporting up to a 
million people in its first year in office. The White 
House Deputy Chief of Staff, Steven Miller, has 
set a goal of 3,000 immigration arrests per day.  
More than 50,000 non-citizens have been 
detained as of June 1, 2025, the greatest number 
of detentions since 2019.  

Early in the administration, officials 
promised to focus on “criminals.”  However, 
recent enforcement practices have included 
detentions of not only those with convictions or 
criminal arrests, but also long-time residents, 
families, youth, and others who have been living 
peacefully in the United States for many years.  
Nevertheless, criminal defendants remain at 
heightened risk of enforcement.  This update 
addresses observed changes in enforcement 
practices on Long Island, with a focus on those 
practices that impact criminal defendants and 
their families specifically. 

COURTHOUSE ENFORCEMENT AND NEW 
YORK’S PROTECT OUR COURTS ACT 

To date, we have not become aware of 
Courthouse arrests or violations of New York’s 
Protect Our Courts Act (POCA) on Long Island.  
POCA prohibits civil immigration arrests without 
a judicial warrant at, or in transit to or from, a 
scheduled court appearance.  It applies to 
litigants, witnesses, and their families, and to all 
State Courts in New York.  For now, appearance 
at a New York State courthouse remains safe 
from ICE (civil) arrest.  However, the United 
States Department of Justice is now seeking to 
enjoin New York’s POCA.  The DOJ has sued New 
York in the Northern District of New York 
(Albany): 
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-
department-files-lawsuit-stop-new-yorks-

unlawful-protect-our-courts-act-obstructing. No 
briefing schedule, hearing date, nor decision has 
yet been issued, and POCA remains in effect, as 
does the OCA policy requiring ICE to present a 
judicial warrant to a designated judge before 
making a courthouse arrest. 

Please make your clients aware that 
rules around Courthouse arrest and release from 
local custody may change quickly and without 
advance notice.  We will follow this litigation 
closely and update you with any changes. 

ENFORCEMENT AT PROBATION – 
Nassau and Suffolk Counties 

Recently, we have learned that clients at all 
stages of their criminal court proceeding (both 
pre-trial and while serving or upon completion of 
a sentence) who have been regularly reporting 
to Probation have been arrested by ICE at the 
Probation Office.  Both counties’ Probation 
Departments have for many years contacted ICE 
in connection with pre-sentence reports; and 
have long been willing to respond to questions 
from ICE when contacted.  It now appears that 
Probation Offices are either affirmatively 
reaching out to ICE or directly cooperating with 
ICE requests for assistance detaining removable 
non-citizens. Clients with existing removal 
orders, or who have been present in the US for 
fewer than two years appear to be at greatest 
risk, although we have also seen detentions of 
those with pre-trial electronic monitors and 
long-term members of the community.  Defense 
counsel should discuss with clients the risks and 
benefits of an offer of Probation, including any 
risk of ICE detention, so that clients make a 
knowing and intelligent choice before pleading 
guilty or seeking pre-trial monitoring.  
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ENFORCEMENT AT NASSAU COUNTY JAIL 
Nassau County has signed a 287(g) agreement 
with DHS that permits the use of local law 
enforcement resources for immigration 
enforcement purposes.  We have learned that 
many people detained in the community by ICE 
have been/are being held at the Nassau County 
Jail.  It is not clear how long detainees are held at 
the NCCC before removal or transfer to other ICE 
facilities. 

With the increase in enforcement 
resources deployed on Long Island, we have 
learned that some people who have posted bail 
outside regular business hours have been 
detained by ICE, despite Francis v. DeMarco, 
which prevents local law enforcement from 
detaining non-citizens at ICE’s request.  At this 
time, it remains unclear under what conditions 
detainees will be transferred to ICE.  We 
encourage all defense attorneys to discuss with 
their clients the risks of immigration 
enforcement due to contact with the Nassau 
County Jail, and to keep us apprised of your 
clients’ experiences. 
 

ENFORCEMENT AT SUFFOLK COUNTY JAIL 
With the increase in federal resources deployed 
on Long Island for immigration enforcement, 
including a move to seven-day per week shifts 
for enforcement officers, we have become 
aware of at least two non-citizens detained by 
ICE after posting of bail outside of regular 
business hours.  It appears that ICE officers are 
now more available to detain non-citizens, and 
we anticipate this trend will continue.  We 
encourage all defense attorneys to discuss with 
their clients the risks of ICE detention after 
contact with the Suffolk County Jail, and to keep 
us apprised of your clients’ experiences. 
 
ENFORCEMENT AT IMMIGRATION COURT AND 

IMMIGRATION APPOINTMENTS  
All around the country, immigration attorneys 
and others have been reporting ICE detentions 

of non-citizens appearing for civil immigration 
court hearings, interviews, fingerprints, and “ICE 
check-ins.”  These federal spaces are not 
protected by New York’s Protect Our Courts Act.  
Although most non-citizens detained in these 
spaces appear to have been present in the 
United States for less than two years and thus 
are subject to rapid removal under the Expedited 
Removal provisions of the INA found at section 
235, others with removal orders or otherwise 
subject to immigration detention have also been 
detained.  Any non-citizen concerned about an 
upcoming appointment with immigration 
officials should reach out to immigration 
counsel, the Long Island RIAC, or the ONA 
hotline, 1 800 566 7636 to discuss the 
individualized risk of detention.   
 

ENFORCEMENT IN THE COMMUNITY 
As has been reported in the news media and 
extensively documented on social media, ICE has 
stepped up its efforts to detain non-citizens in 
public places, workplaces, and in homes on Long 
Island.  So far, we have not identified a pattern 
in the targets of enforcement action.  While 
many people detained have had prior contacts 
with the criminal justice system and others have 
outstanding removal orders, some collateral 
detentions of people who just happened to 
encounter ICE have been reported.  We 
understand the fear and concern that is 
circulating among immigrant communities on 
Long Island.  We encourage anyone seeking to 
document ICE presence on Long Island to review 
https://www.witness.org/.  Please report first 
hand observations of ICE presence at 
https://padlet.com/PeopleoverPapers/people-
over-papers-anonymous-anonimo-
lf0l47ljszbto2uj.   You may also report the 
immigration detention of your non-citizen client 
to the LIRIACs for assistance with legal strategy.   
 
ICE DETAINEE LOCATOR:  
https://locator.ice.gov/odls/#/search   
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